petence and oliguria in which, after the failure of other remedies to produce free diureses, this was brought about by the administration of two pork kidneys macerated in 12 ounces of normal saline solution. At the same time the albumen diminished or disappeared from the urine, visceral congestion and oedema disappeared, as did also dyspnoea and cyanosis. The modus operandi is as follows:?"Take one, more frequently two, absolutely fresh pork kidneys, chop them up fine, and then wash them thoroughly in water so as to remove any stagnant urine they might contain. The chopped meat is then pounded up in a mortar with about twelve ounces of salt water (half a teaspoonful of salt), and the whole left to macerate for four hours, and then decanted.
The patient will take it in three or four doses in the day. In order to make it more palatable, or rather less repugnant to the patient, I generally have added toita little warm soup (soup julienne.) The administration of the macerated kidney should not exceed ten consecutive days, after which a rest of five days should be ordered, and the treatment recommenced." The only inconvenience observed was in some cases a slight pruritus, urticaria or sweating. In commenting on this paper one may venture to say that the effects described certainly seem to be far greater than could be expected from the mere use of 12 ounces of normal saline.
The treatment of desperate cases. ?Under the above heading there is in the Charlotte Medical Journal for February 1904, an excellent paper by Dr.
Southgate Leigh. The indications for hypodermic stimulation could not be more happily put He says " This method of administering powerful strengthening remedies should be resorted to, not only when the stomach is unable to retain them, but also when there is doubt as to the absorptive power of the stomach, and in those extreme cases which demand immediate effect from the drugs." He lays great stress on the value of using a number of heart stimulants rather than in giving a large amount of one only, and advises as follows:
Strychnine sulphate, gr. every three or four hours ;
Caffeine and sodium benzoate, grs 3 every three or four hours.
These are given alternately so that one would come every one and a half or two hours. In addition to these he uses Sparteine sulphate gr. i every three hours if needed ; and also, if the pulse is over 115, digitaline gr-t<jo every three or four hours ; in the place of the last tincture of digitalis may be used although it is rather irritating for constant use. Passing to absorption by the rectum, and having touched on the importance of high rectal injections of normal saline, especially after haemorrhage, either with or without the addition of whisky, he considers rectal feeding. He emphasises the necessity for keeping the rectum clean by a daily cleansing with enemas of plainwarm water. The feeds he recommends are ; PepSsfdmiR iivtovi. } ??'* ,o??.
Whisky 3 ss to j. 1
White of one egg.
Panopeptone or liq. peptonoids J ij. yevery 8 hours. Normal salt solution, J ij. to iv. These are given alternately J When more fluid is required the amount of normal saline solution is increased once or twice in 24 hours to a pint and given with the long rectal tube.
He has found saline hypodermic infusions most useful in haemorrhage, puerperal eclampsia, and during operations.
He dwells 011 the impossibility of saying who must die and who will live as a powerful stimulus to the use of these remedies in all serious cases.
